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Wild eagles attack paraglider

Britain’s top female paraglider
has cheated death after being
attacked by a pair of ‘screeching’
wild eagles while competition
flying in Australia.

Nicky Moss, 38, watched terrified
as two huge birds began tearing
into her parachute canopy, one
becoming tangled in her lines
and clawing at her head 2,500
meters (8,200ft) in the air.

The encounter happened on
Monday while Moss — a member of the British paragliding team — was
preparing for world titles this month at Manilla in northern New South
Wales state. One of the giant wedge-tailed eagles became wrapped in the
canopy lines and slid down toward Moss, lashing at her face with its talons
as her paraglider plummeted toward the ground. Veteran Australian
paraglider pilot Godfrey Wenness said eagle attacks were rare, but Moss
had been flying in an area where the birds were not accustomed to human
pilots. reuters
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